On 08/01/20 a newly passed Minnesota Statute (626.19) pertaining to the use of Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (U.A.V.) by law enforcement went into effect. Part of this new statute mandates law 
enforcement agencies to notify the public prior to implementing a U.A.V. program, share the policy in 
place managing the program, and to take input from the public about the program. The Wright County 
Sheriff's Office has been utilizing U.A.V. technology since late 2016. At the time of implementation of 
our program and long before the requirement from the state we thought it was important to take 
feedback and inform the public of our intentions. At that time, we put out information about our 
program. We would like to take this opportunity to share with you our policies regarding the U.A.V. 
program and make sure that our intentions for the use of our U.A.V. program are completely 
understood and transparent to the public that we serve. We would also like to take this opportunity to 
again allow the public that we serve the opportunity to give their input on our program and the future 
of our program. 


The Sheriff’s Office currently has 2 working U.A.V. units. The Swellpro U.A.V. is a rugged, waterproof 
U.A.V. that is primarily used by the U.A.V team for training and flights over water. The Swellpro is 
equipped with photo and video capabilities and its data can and is uploaded to a mapping program to 
create 3D imaging and mapping used in the recreation of crime scenes, motor vehicle crashes, etc. The 
other U.A.V. currently being utilized by the Sheriff’s Office is a DJI Mavic Enterprise. This U.A.V. is the 
primary unit that is used by our team to map crime scenes, automobile crashes, and many other 
applications. The Mavic can be flown at night or during the day and is equipped with a high definition 
camera and thermal imaging technology. The primary use for the Mavic has been and will continue to be 
for documenting crime scenes, crash scenes, and in the search for missing persons. All of the Sheriff's 
Office U.A.V. units have been registered with both the Federal Aviation Administration and with the 
State of Minnesota. Any other U.A.V. units that get added to the fleet will be registered with both 
entities prior to use. 


The Sheriff’s Office U.A.V. team consists of a program coordinator and seven U.A.V. pilots. Our U.A.V. 

program is registered with the Federal Aviation Administration under our FAA waiver or authorization 
(C.0.A.). The program coordinator ensures that the program meets all requirements of the FAA and of 
the state of Minnesota. 


Attached are links where you will find our current policy regarding the U.A.V. program as well as the 
current procedure manual covering the use of the U.A.V. If you have any questions, comments or 
concerns regarding the Wright County Sheriff’s Office U.A.V. program, please contact the Sheriff’s Office 
at 763-682-7637 or by email at sheriff@co.wright.mn.us 


http://www.co.wright.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/20494/UAV-Polic 


http://www.co.wright.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/20495/Wright-County-Sheriff-UAV-procedures 


